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Joint PublicNotice
Corpsof Engineers

and
StateofArkansas

AUTHORITY: Pursuantto33CFR325,aspublishedintheFederalRegisterdatedNovember13,1986,thisnoticeannouncesanapplication
submittedforaDepartmentoftheArmypermitunderSection404oftheCleanWaterAct.

CO-APPLICANT:MarkWaldrip
6378Highway78W.
Moro,Arkansas72368
(870)768-4554Business

CO-APPLICANT:Cityof Moro,ArkansasbyDavidWaldrip-Mayor
POBox98

Moro,Arkansas72368
(870)768-4600MoroCityHall

LOCATION:Theprojectis locatedatthenorthendof thecityofMoro,(Section10Township2NRange1E)inLeeCounty,Arkansas,atapproximate
latitude34-48-10.8000andlongitude90-59-45.6000ontheMoro7.5minutequadranglemap(seeattachedtopographicmapandaerialphotograph).

PURPOSE:Theco-applicantshavetwostatedpurposestothisproject.Onepurposeistorelievethedamaginganddestabilizingeffectofstanding
waterontheroadbedofHighway78whereit roundsacurveatthenorthendoftheCityofMoroandtoreducethetraffichazardtomotoristsandfarmers
operatingfarmequipmentwhileroundingthesamecurve.Thetraffichazardiscausedbywetlandvegetationobstructingthefieldofvisionwhiletraveling
inbothdirectionsaroundthecurve.Thesecondpurposeistoconverttheclearedareatocropland.

DESCRIPTIONOFWORK: AnunnamedtributarytoLittleHogTuskCreekwouldbecleanedouttoincreasethedrainageefficiencyofwaterawayfrom
Highway78 at the curvedlocation.Excavatedmaterialfromthetributarycleanoutwouldbedepositedin thewetlandsalongsidethetributary.
Approximately3.5acresof seasonallyinundatedwetlandconsistingof AmericanElm,(Ulmusamericana),PinOak,(Quercuspalustris)andCattail,
(Typhusspecies),wouldbecleared-tocreateanunobstructedviewwhiletravelingalongHighway78ineitherdirection.Materialfromanadjacentfield
wouldbeusedasfillmaterialto raisetheelevationandconvertthelandtoagriculturaluse.A levee18"highwithdroppipeswouldbeconstructedto
preventthewashoutoffillmaterialacrossHighway78intotheunnamedtributary.Theapplicantshaveagreedtomitigateforthelossofthewetlandsata
1:1ratioby plantingtreesin an areadesignatedas priorconvertedcropland(referto theenclosedtopographicmapandaerialphotographof the
mitigationsite).

WATERQUALITYCERTIFICATION:Bycopyofthispublicnotice,theapplicantisrequestingwaterqualitycertificationfromtheArkansasDepartmentof
EnvironmentalQualitythattheactivitywillcomplywithapplicablerequirementssetforthin33U.S.C.and1341(a)(1)oftheCleanWaterActandallState
lawsandregulationspromulgatedpursuantthereto.Thiscertificationorevidenceofthiswaterqualitycertificationorwaiveroftherighttocertifymustbe
submittedpriorto theissuanceofa CorpsofEngineerspermit.TheCorpsofEngineers'evaluationoftheimpactoftheactivityonthepublicinterestwill
includeapplicationoftheguidelinespromulgatedbytheAdministrator,EPA,underauthorityofSection404(b)oftheCleanWaterAct.

ENDANGEREDSPECIES: Noendangeredor threatenedspecies,or theircriticalhabitat,areknowntoexistin theprojectarea. Thisapplicationis
beingcoordinatedwiththeU.S.FishandWildlifeService.Anycommentstheymayhaveregardingendangeredorthreatenedwildlifeorplants,ortheir
criticalhabitat,willbeconsideredinourevaluationofthedescribedwork.
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CULTURALRESOURCES:TheMemphisDistrictwillevaluateinformationprovidedby the StateHistoricPreservationOfficerandthe publicin
responsetothispublicnoticeandwemayconduct,orrequireareconnaissancesurveyoftheprojectarea.

FLOODPLAIN: Inaccordancewith44CFRPart60(FloodPlainManagementandUse),participatingcommunitiesarerequiredto reviewallproposed
developmenttodetermineifafloodplaindevelopmentpermitisrequired.Floodplainadministratorsshouldreviewtheproposedpublicnoticeandapprise
thisofficeofanyfloodplaindevelopf!1entpermitrequirements.

PUBLICINTERESTREVIEW: Thepurposeofthispublicnoticeistoadviseallinterestedpartiesoftheactivitiesforwhichapermitissoughtandto
solicitcommentsandinformationnecessarytoevaluatetheprobableimpactonthepublicinterest.

Thedecisionwhetherto issuea permitwillbebasedonanevaluationoftheprobableimpactincludingcumulativeimpactsof theactivityonthepublic
interest.Thatdecisionwillreflectthenationalconcemforbothprotectionandutilizationofimportantresources.Thebenefits,whichreasonablymaybe
expectedtoaccruefromtheproject,mustbebalancedagainstitsreasonablyforeseeabledetriments.Allfactorswhichmayberelevanttotheprojectwill
beconsidered,includingthecumulativeeffectsthereof;amongthoseareconservation,economics,aesthetics,generalenvironmentalconcerns,weUands
historicproperties,fishandwildlifevalues,floodhazards,floodplainvalues,landuse,navigation,shorelineerosionandaccretion,recreation,watersupply
andconservation,waterquality,energyneeds,safety,foodandfiberproduction,mineralneeds,considerationsofpropertyownership,andingeneral,the
needsandwelfareofthepeople.

TheCorpsofEngineersissolicitingcommentsfromthepublic;Federal,state,andlocalagenciesandofficials;IndianTribes;andotherinterestedparties
inordertoconsiderandevaluatetheimpactsofthisproposedactivity.AnycommentsreceivedwillbeconsideredbytheCorpsofEngineerstodetermine
whetherto issue,modify,conditionordenya permitforthisproposal.Tomakethisdecision,commentsareusedtoassessimpactsonendangered
species,historicproperties,waterquality,generalenvironmentaleffects,andtheotherpublicinterestfactorslistedabove.Commentsareusedin the
preparationofanEnvironmentalAssessmentand/oranEnvironmentalImpactStatementpursuantto theNationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct. Comments
arealsousedtodeterminetheneedforapublichearingandtodeterminetheoverallpublicinterestoftheproposedactivity.

PUBLICHEARING:Anypersonmayrequest,inwriting,withinthecommentperiodspecifiedinthisnoticethatapublichearingbeheldtoconsiderthis
application.Requestsforapublichearingshallstate,withparticularity,thereasonforholdingapublichearing.TheDistrictEngineerwilldetermineifthe
issuesraisedaresubstantialandwhetherahearingisneededformakingadecision.

COMMENTSORREQUESTFORADDITIONALINFORMATION:Ifyouwishtoobtainadditionalinformationortosubmitcommentsontheapplication,
pleasecontactReggieWuomosattheU.S.ArmyCorpsofEngineers,167NorthMainStreet,Room8-202,Memphis,Tennessee38103-1894,telephone
(901)544-0731.TheCorpsmayprovidecopiesofallcomments,includingthenamesandaddressofcommenters,totheapplicantforconsiderationand
responsepriortoadecision.

Commentsshouldbereceivedby February27,2004.

~&~
LarryD.Watson
Chief

RegulatoryBranch

Attachments
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200300012 Mark Waldrip, City of Moro; Mayor David Waldrip; Project Site. DOQQ CIR Aerial Photo, Moro AR Quad, Zone 15, SeclO, T2N,
RIE
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200300012; City of Moro, AR Mitigation site; DOQQ CIR Aerial Photo; GaITettGrove AR Quad; Zone 15, Section 29, T 3N, R IE. The
mitigation site is designated as prior converted cropland.


